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LOI MO DAU

Céc em sinh vién thin mén!

Chic hin trong qua trinh hoc mot tht tiéng mrdc ngoai nao d6 (khong chi riéng tiéng
Anh), it nhiéu cac em da trai qua viec dich, vi du nhur tra nghia cua mot tir mdL lam cac bai tap
dich cau tir ngbn ngit nay sang ngodn ngir kia. Tuy nhién, cac em da bao gio dat cau hoi “ban chat
cua “dich” la g1?”, “dich nhwr thé da dat chwra va nhwr thé nao 1 dat?”.

Theo tir dién bach khoa toan thur (1998: 239) “Dich thuit 1 mot hoat dong bao gom vide
luAn gidi ¥ nghia ciia mot doan van trong mot ngdn ngit ndo d6 - van ngudn - va chuyén sang mot
ngon ngtr khac thanh mot doan van mo1 va frong dwong - van dich hay la ban dich”.

'Dich" (5) c6 nghia 1 "thay d6i", "bién doi" "thuat" (77) co nghia B 'k thuat”, "hoc
thuat", "phwong phap". Vay "dich thuat" c6 nghia 1d "phwong phip chuyén doi" tir ngén ngit nay
sang ngon ngtr khac.

Trong dich thuat, ngwroi ta thwong chia thanh bien dich va phien dich. Bien dich thwong
dwoc hieu 1 dich van ban, tir mot ngdn nglr nay sang mot ngon ngir khac. Trong khi do, phién
dich thwong duwoc hiéu I dich noi hodc 1 dién gidi lai cau clia nguoi khéc sang ngon ngir de
ngwoi nghe hieu.

Nhr vay Bm thé nio dé 6 thanh mot dich gid gi6i? Co nhiéu newdi hoc tiéng Anh lau
nam c6 von tr vung phong phi va da timg song nhiéu ndm & nwde ban ngit, nhung trong qua
trinh dich lai gap nhiéu kho khin. Ho hiéu 1d ¥ téc gia muén truyén tai nhung lai gap kho khan
trong viéc tim cach dién dat phu hop hodc tim tir phil hop trong tiéng Viét - tiéng me dé. Doi khi
ho lai ¢6 nhitng cau dich rat ngd nghé. van phong rwdom ra, kho hiéu. Nl vay hoc gioi ngoai ngir
méi chi a diéu kién can . Mudn c6 mdt ban dich hay trirde tien ngwroi dich phai thong thao ca hai
ngon ngit (nguon va dich). khoéng ngimg trau doi kién thire xa hoi va kién thire chuyén nganh
thong qua cic phwong tién truyén thong nhw dai béo, internet, vv..

Nguoi ta ciing n6i nhiéu téi chit “TAM” cta dich gia. “TAM” & day c6 ¥ la nguoi dich
can can trong vo1 cach dich cua mnh vi chi can chon sai tir, dién dat sai v, nguoi dich da tao ra
mot thong diép khac véi ¥ tac gia, do6i khi diéu nay dan t6i hau qua kho hrong “TAM” con dé
cap t6i viéc nguwdi dich biét hrong sttc minh biét diém yéu cta minh va khong ngirng hoan thién
ban than dé khi nhan nhiém wvu dich, ho dam bao 1‘§ng ban dich cua minh sé la ban dich dang tn
cay.

Nham dap tng nhu cau day va hoc Bién dich, nhom gido vien day dich da bien soan bo de
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day cho ba hoc ph?m Bién dich. Cudn “Translation Practice 17 (ta1 ban lan thit 4) bao g61n hai
chirong, co thé dwoc st dung nhir gido trmh hodc tai kéu tur hoc.

e Chuwong 1: Muyc dich ciia chwong niy nhim hiyén dich cau. Thong qua cac cau tric tiéng
Anh va tiéng Vigt, smh vien s€ thwre hanh dich cac cau don gian, budc dau lam quen Vo1
viée chon tir, sap xép tir sao cho 16gic va ding van phong cta ngwdi ban ngi.

e Chuong 2: Ba bai dau tién cia clirong cung cap nhirng kién thitc co ban vé dich thuat nhw
chon nghia, cac yéu té can hru ¥ trong khi dich v,v,. Cac phan tiép theo trong chirong déu
duoc thiét ké theo mot cau tric dong nhat (tir vung, dich cau, kién thirc vé ngdn ngir va
sau cung la dich doan van) nham gnip smh vien hiyén dich theo don vi doan van

Dich thuat Ia cong viec vat va va doi hoi su cong phu. Nhur vay, néu muon tré thanh nguro1 bien
dich chuyén nghiép ¢ uy tin. cic em can phai trau doi va huyén tap hang ngay va dic biét i can
c6 “TAM” cta nguro1 dich.

Chic céc em thanh cong!

Nhom gido vien day dich.



CHUONG 1: DICH CAU

1.1. English-Vietnamese translation
Pattern 1 Subject + be + adjective + to + Verb ...
It + be + adjective + to + verb...
1. It’s hard to understand English. / English is hard to understand.
2. Now it is possible to fly around the world m comfort and safety.
3. It’s not easy to make animals do tricks.
4. Tthink ir’s interesting to have a name like ours.
5. It was pleasant to be out on a lake on a warm summer evening.
6. People said that they resembled each other so much that ir was difficult to tell them apart.
7. It is impossible to express the astonishment and confusion of my thoughts on this
occasion.
8. It’s difficult to make decision without knowmg all the facts.
9. Because large sums of money are heavy and inconvenient to handle, governments issue

paper money.

10. Pasteur was happy to see the boy recover.

Pattern 2 It + be + Adjective + for + object + to + verb

L S

It will be better for you to go back with us.

It is important for every student to have an English dictionary.

It is common for them to hear sounds that are like the draggmng of heavy charrs.
It was difficult for him to remain idle for endless hours.

It was painful for Morton to see so much suffering.

Verb pattern 3 Subject + be + too + adjective + to + verb.

1. Mike’s grandfather is roo old to work hard.

2. Mike’s baby brother is foo young to walk.

3. You're foo young to go on a trip without your parents.

4. Now I have difficulties that are roo great to struggle with.

5. There were also several thick coats, but they were roo hot to wear.

6. Too big and too heavy to be pulled behind passenger cars, these mobile homes are moved
by trucks.

7. The patient was foo sick to eat his dnner.
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Pattern4 Subject+ be + too + ADV/ADJ + for + Object + to + Verb

1. The coat is roo small for George to wear-.

2. The sack was too heavy for him to lift.
3. It’s too far away for me to see well
4. The only window m the room where he was kept was roo small for him to climb through.
5. The print of that newspaper is roo small for me to read.
Pattern $ It + be + ADJ + that-clause
1. It is true that they have moved.
2. It’s too bad that you lost your bicycle.
3. How good it is that 'm here just at the right time.
4. It seemed evident to me that the visits they made to the sland were not very frequent.
5. It’s true that he moved awkwardly i these clothes at first.
6. It is a fact that Eskimos have a hard Iife.
7. It is true that the manufacturing of automobiles is a major mdustry.

Pattern 6 It +be+....
It + verb + that ....

1. It was after nme o’clock before it started to get dark.
2. How far is it to the school?
3. How far is ir from your house to the arport?

. It isn’t far to the steel mill

. It’s along way to the ron mine.
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6. It is seven years since he died.

7. I'd do anything to get that contract, but iz is highly unlikely that my firm will get it.

8. It seemed that everybody m town and all the toursts wanted something to eat or drink.
9. It chanced that 1 was out when he called./ I chanced to be out when he called.

10. It happened that 1 was out when he called./ I happened to be out when he called

11. Then it occurred to me that 1 separated the tamed and the wild goats.

12. It soon becomes apparent that she could well serve the company in a more responsible

pOst.



Pattern 7 It + takes +time +to + Verb ...

It + takes + object+ time + to +Verb ...

1. It took over 17 years to finish it.

2. It takes along time and a lot of money 7o develop a modern farm.

3. It took me about three months 7o /iedge (rao kin) m this meadow.

4. It took him a long time 7o make up his mind.

5. How long did it take you to collect them?

6. It took him over two months 7o cross the Atlantic Ocean.

7. It would take several mmutes fo produce or to understand a single short sentence.

8. It had taken her hours ro write the report, and she still didn’t feel completely satisfied with
it.

9. It took him all day ro answer his correspondence.

10. At the moment you are taking far too long to answer each question. You'll have to try and
speed up before the exam.

Pattern 8 It was not until ... that ...

1. But if was not until the fourth year that I could allow myself the smallest grain to eat.

2. But it was not until 1920 that regular radio broadcast began.

3. It was not until the petrol engme was mvented that this difficulty could be overcome.

Pattern 9 (It was) not long before...

Before long....

1. However, it was not long before five other buildings topped the Woolworth tower.

2. Before long they were big enough to be planted n the field.

3. Before long 1 had caught eight fish, and we had them for dmnner.

4. It was some years before I could make the parrot speak.

5. It was not long after the war then the motion picture mdustry began to have many serious
problems.

Pattern 10: Verb (negative) + Object (affirmative)
1. He won 't pay attention to anybody.
2. ...but they didn’r want anybody to know.
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We can't do anything now.
4. People don’t do anything more.
5. He lived alone and didn 7 talk to anvbody.
6. Papa sat up straight but didn 7 say amvthing.
7. 1did not have to do anything.
Notes:
Trong nhitng vi du trén “amy”chi dimg trong céu phu dinh (negative) dé thay thé cho a, an,
some.
Ngoai ra any con dung trong:
a. Caunghi van: Eg. Do we have amy coffee at home?
b. Cauxac dmh co if
Eg. When this wall was finished and the outside Imed with dit, I persuaded myself that if
any people were to come on shore there thay would not see amthing like a dwelling.
c. Cauxac dmh vo1 “withour™ Eg He did the work without any difficulty.
d. Cauxac dmh vo1 “hardly”: Eg. He has hardly any money.
Any = every (mo1)
Any = One out of several (mot trong nhirng)
Any = no matter which (bat cr)
Trong tredng hop any khong c6 nhitng nghia nhwr wira 16 thi duoc ding:
a. Trong cau xac dmh:
Eg 1. Ithmk it’s mteresting to watch people build anvthing, particularly a large building.
Eg 2. You can buy stamps at any post office.
Eg 3. You needn’t thmk you are genms. Anvbody could have worked that out.
Eg 4. The thieves got away with half a million pounds, and the police have found no trace
of them. They could be amwhere in the world by now.
Eg 6. T have no idea why he isn’t here. There could be any number of reasons.
b. any cing c6 thé 1dm chi ngir trong cau xac dinh

Eg 1. Anvone who has ever flown m an arrplane should be able to answer that question.

Pattern 11 .... Verb (affirmative) + Object (negative) ....
Subject (negative) + Verb (affirmative)

1. Nowhere else do they grow so fast.
2. No human-beings could possibly copy down all of these facts.

3. Surely there was no way to save him.



She’ll shop nowhere else.

There’s no doubt about ft.

None of the spectators moved.

Never before had such a thing been seen.

But no one knew that it was a mosquito that carried malaria and yellow fever.

o o HJ o b

And no ones know the cause of yellow fever.

10. In the years that followed, he contmued to build up his case agamst the mosquito, but rno
extensive experiments were begun until those of Dr. Walter Reed m 1990.

11. In 1990 there were no deaths from the disease.

12. There will be no more malaria or yellow fever.

13. They knew nothing of the established rules of music.

14. “Well, there’s nothing to do but watt”, said Mr. White.

15. There’s no bridge over a river.

16. In June, on the other hand, there is no mght atall

17. There is no road at all where the Eskimos lve.

18. But there’s no shelter m the desert.

19. And nothing else matters.

20. There was nothing to do but return.

21. There was nothing that I could do.

22. “Do you have any objections?” “No, none at all.”

23. “Are there any reasons why we shouldn’t make the necessary alterations?”

24. Not one person has replied to our advertisement.

25. I'm the wrong person to ask, I'm afraid. I know absohitely norhing about it.

Notes: Inversion after adverbials

1. No where do they tell you that it gives almost 32 mpg (mile per gallon).

2. Under no circumstances would we be prepared to consider a renewal of your contract.

3. Lirtle did she imagine that within a year her entire life would have changed.

4. Rarely can there have been a more dramatic start to an mternational football match.
Pattern 12 ..... No + Comparative + than.....

1. He has needed no more than routne servicing at my own local garage.
2. It s estimated that no fewer than 4000 people were present at the demonstration.

3. I'm afraid this department is no more efficient today than it was five years ago.



4. Tt took him no less than five years to complete the first volume of his autobiography.
5. His victory m the final was no more convincing than 1 had expected.
Pattern 13 ....s0 + adj/adv + that
....such + Noun + that

1. It became so hot that the men were exhausted and refused to go another step.

2. What you do see, however, s so unexpected and so wonderful that 1t takes your breath
away.

3. Ifound myself so weak that I could hardly carry the gun

4. The country appeared fresh, so green, and so beautiful that it looked lke a planted
garden.

5. Iwas so surrounded by wooded hills t/ar I could not see my way mn any direction.

6. It kept off the sun so well that I could walk out n the hottest weather.

7. He was so tired that he couldn’t play tennis.

8. Ken and Kathy were so interested that they leant forward m their seats.

9. There was such a crowd mn the lobby that they could hardly walk around.

10. Some of them were so noisy that cities often made laws forbidding therr use because they
frightened horses.

11. As a result, automobiles were so expensive that only rich people can afford them.

12. A heavy storm might tear the sails so badly that they were useless.

13. Buying a house is so expensive that we have decided to try and rent one mstead.

14. She sang so sweetly that even the hardened old nmusic critic of the Echo was moved to
tears.

15. His knees were shaking so much that he had to sit again on the floor.

16. He looked so white that 1 thought he was gomng to pass out.

17. Any such arrangement should be m writing and signed by both parties.

18.It’s a difficult situation for you. You nwst make swch arrangements as you think
necessary.

Pattern 14 ....sothat......

1. He was glad that his mother was Iving with him and Tmna, his wife, so rhat she could take
care of ther new baby.

2. Then he leaned the chawrs agamnst the tables so thar the wind would not blow the table

cloth off



3. She was waitmg for her two children, Peter and Nora, to come downstawrs so that they
could all go to church together.
4. My next work was to view the country and seek a proper place to Iive and to put my
goods so that they would be safe from whatever might happen.
5. Tcould easily keep enough the sland m sight so 7har I would not lose my way.
6. The man at the window repeated the name so that he could be sure he had it right.
7. Whitney decided that each part of a gun could be made by machmes so thar it would be
exactly like all the others of it kind.
8. The farmer sold his horses so rhat he could buy a tractor.
Patternm1S ... whether ... or.............
1. Cruse and his fellow sailors could not decide wherher it would be wiser to stay with the
ship or to take a small boat and try to reach the land that they could see before then.
2. 1did not know whether I was on the continent or on the island.
3. I thought for a while about what kind of dwellng to make, wherher it should be a cave m
the earth or a tent upon the ground.
4. Ineeded security from savage creatures whether men or beasts.
5. Whether he 1s at work in the heart of the big city or at home mn the quiet suburb, Dick's
life s tied to machines.
Pattern16 ... whether .......... or not ...........
........ if ....cceeeeeeeeeeeoor not ...,
1. Tdon't know whether I can bear this pam m my arm or rnot.
2. The farmers will have to wrigate whether it rams or not
3. I did not know wherher the island was mhabited or nor mhabited; whether it was i danger
of wid beasts or not
Pattern 17 have + Object (agent) + bare infinitive
get + Object (agent) + full infinitive + direct Object
1. Thave him clean the floor.
2. 1 had the boy repair my bicycle.
3. Ishall have my servant iron my clothes.






